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and my Sabbaths they greatly polluted ; then 
IJ ſaid, I would pour out my Fury upon them. 
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An earneſt and preſſing CALL, Ec. 


* 2 


SXXW I is a a; Reflection, (Mr. ad 
, "I 5 DISON obſerves,) that our Country, 
which in Times of Popery was called, 
N 2. the Nation of Saints, ſhould now have 
leſs Appearance of Religion in it, than 
any other neighbouring State or Kingdom, whether 
they be ſuch as continue ſtill immerſed in the Errors of 
the Church of Rome, or ſuch as are recovered out of 
them.” FaEEHOLDER, No. 49. 


: BREE HE To 


T r1s was his Obſervation, leſs than fifty Years ago. 
Since which Time, the . Scorn of GOD, is become 
flagrant and avowed. His Sabbaths, without either 
Remorſe or Diſguiſe, are ſpent in Worldly Buſineſs or 
Pleaſure ; as if there was neither Law of GOD, nor 
Man enjoining us to keep them Holy. Every News- 
Paper almoſt, publiſhes throughout our Land, the 
wanton Contempt, People in High Life pour upon it; 
by chooſing to travel, on a Day wholly devoted to GOD. 
And, proud to copy the Great, and, at the ſame Time, 
1 their own profane Humour, few amongſt the 
Trading and LR Part of the World, refuſe to 
work, to buy, or ſell ; to poſt their Books, or to ſeek 
Recreations on the Sabbath. 


Su c'n a Profanation of the Day, is an Offence, 
including much more of Sinfulneſs, than thoſe, who are 
guilty of it, I am perſuaded, apprehend. Ignorance, 
and a blind Conformity to general Cuſtom, extenuate, 
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and hide, (I know from former Experience, ) the Evil, full 
there really is, in ſuch a Practice. Plac 
I x now no better Service, therefore, I could en- 2 — 
gage in, than to lay before you all, whoſe 3 He 
Salvation, muſt ever be the Deſire of my Heart, an "oj 
the Thing that I, long for, #4 2 
I. What GOD expects from us on his own Sabbaths, Sabl 
II. The End and Deſign for which He appointed them. and 
III. The various ill Conſequences of Polluting them. findi 
IV. The peculiar Aggravations, which prove the T he; 
great Wickedneſs of ever daring to pollute them. 2 

Tu o' you have heard each of theſe Points proved Fat 
from the Pulpit, I now ſend thoſe Proofs to you, my 1 
beloved Flock, in Print alſo. I ſend them to you, in GO 
this Manner, that you may more cloſely, and more fre- dec]: 
quently, ponder on the important Duty of Keeping what 
Holy the Lord's Day ; that nothing may be loſt on this 7 
Subject, thro* the Treachery of your Memories; nor | 
any one Houſeholder, within my Charge, whether CT | 
rich or poor, be able to ſay, they have wanted the 10 


moſt ſolemn and affectionate Warning, to beware of 
breaking the Sabbaths of the Lord. 2 


Max the Whole be accompanied with ſuch a Divine 
Bleſſing, that all Contempt of GOD's Word and Com- re 
mandment, may ceaſe amongſt us; and every Sabbath N 
be accepted by us all, to the End for which it is given, and | 
as a Sign whereby we might know, that it is he Lord Wor 


our GOD that doth Oy us. and | 
| 1 
I. Sabb 


HAT you muſt do, to keep the Lord's Day I x 
according to his Will, you may learn from IF expre 
many plain Declarations in the Bible : Bur one of them, who: 


the 58th Chapter of Iſaiah, and Verſe 13, gives you q or ta] 


— 
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full and complete Account of this Matter, For, in this 
Place, you hear the Eternal GOD. teaching the rebellious 
Children of Iſrael, what Method they muſt take to regain 


His forfeited Favour. With reſpect to the Sabbath, 
He gives them this Command. 


If Thou ſhalt turn away thy Foot from the Sabbath, 
from doing thy Pleaſure on my Holy Day, and call the 
Sabbath, a Delight, the Holy of the Lord, Honourable ; 
and ſhalt honour him; not doing thy own Ways; nor 
finding thy own Pleaſure ;, nor ſpeaking thy own Words: 
Then, ſhait Thou delight Thyſelf in the Lord ; and J 
will cauſe Thee to ride upon the High Places of the 
Earth, and feed Thee with tbe Heritage of Facob Thy 
Father ; for the Mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it. 


In this Paſſage, you hear, the LorD, the Lok 
GOD Himſelt, your Maker, Preſerver, and Judge, 
declaring moſt plainly, both what you muſt not do; and 
what you muſt do, in order to keep Holy his Sabbaths. 


You muſt not do your own Ways.] You muſt not 
exerciſe your Trade; you muſt not buy nor fell, nor 
tranſact any Buſinels to get Gain; as Covetouſneſs, and 
the Love of Money, will ſtrongly incline you to do. 


You muſt not find your own Pleaſure.) Not make the 
Sabbath a Day for bodily Recreation and Amuſement z 
nor employ it in paying or receiving Viſits. 

Nor ſpeak your own Words. } Not hold Diſcourſe, 
and have your Mind engaged about thoſe Things of the 


World, which your Buſineſs obliges you to attend to, 
and ſpeak of, on common Days. 


Tuus, what muſt not be done by you on the 
Sabbath, is moſt clearly taught. | 


In the next Place, what you muſt do, is as fully 
expreſſed. You muſt call the Sabbath a Delight. Many 
who do not openly profane the Day, by buying or ſelling, 
or taking Recreation, are weary of it, ſay, When wo 
1 


et 


it be gone ? They think it a long and tedious Time, to 
be reftrained from their uſual Paſtimes, or their gainful 
Trade : But the Sabbath muſt be your Delight ; you 
muſt rejoice in it, as a moſt gracious Opportunity af- 
forded to you, thro” the great Mercy and Love of 
GOD, of praying to, and publickly praiſing Him, 
whom all the Hoff of Heaven, eſtcem it their higheſt 
Honour to Worſhip. 

You muſt account the Sabbath, Holy of the Lord. 
No politic Device of Man to keep the Vulgar in Awe, 
and make them honeſt : but ſet apart by the Lord Him- 
ſelf, for this great and holy Purpoſe, of giving Glory to 
GOD, as the Creator of all Things, the Preſerver and 
Judge of all Men. | 

You muſt account the Sabbath, Honourable. An 
ineſtimable Privilege ; a Day, raifed and ennobled, far 
above all common Days, by the religious Exerciſes, in 
which it is to be employed. | 

LasTLyY, You muſt Honour Him. You muſt, in 
direct contradiction to all the ungodly World, and all 
the profane Cuſtoms of Men, give yourſelf, this Day, 
to ſecret and public Prayer, and bear open Teſtimony, 
that you believe and are perſuaded, that GOD alone is 
to be feared, and loved, above all Things. 


Sven high Thoughts doth the Lord Almighty re- 
quire you, to have of his Sabbaths ; thus to renounce, 
on thoſe Days, all worldly Buſineſs, all low-thoughted 
Diſcourſe, and to he diligent in reading, or hearing the 
Bible, in Meditation on the Things of GOD, and 
in Prayer. | 


Ir you aſk now, For what End, and with what De- 


ſign, doth the Lord require from you, ſo devout an 
Obſervation of his Sabbaths ? It is, that you may 
obtain the Knowledge of the True GOD, and of 
JESUS CHRIST, whom He hath fent, which is 


Eternal Life. Six Days you are commanded to labour 
in 


eithe 
F 
GO: 
ordet 
t11e 8 
Preſe 
01 
JI o 
Hin: 
(-OL 
JS! 
his In 
did b 


SS 

In your Calling. And if at proper Intervals, ſuch as 
every Seventh Day, there was no Opportunity for 
Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, you muſt live and die as 
groſsly ignorant of your own Condition, of GOD and 
CHRIST, and every Thing of a Spiritual Nature, as 
you was born. You, and all around you, would be 
altogerher earthly and ſenſual. 


Bur, think now for a Moment. Were we endued 
with a reaſonable Underſtanding, that we might live as 
ignorant of GOD, as the Horſe or the Mule ? Are we 
made capable of knowing GOD and his Truth, and 
accountable to Him, whilſt yet no Regard is to be paid, 
to this diſtinguiſhed Difference, between us and Brutes ? 
Certainly you mult and do ſay, this ought not to be the 
Caſe. Leſt it ſhould be, GOD Himſelf, the one Law- 
giver, able to ſave and to deſtroy, hath commanded us 
to remember his Sabbath, and keep it Holy. He has 
commaaded every Man, on that Day, as diligently to 
we the Means of getting and increaſing the Knowledge 
of GOD, as on common Days he utes Diligence and 
Labour in his Work and Calling. And fuch Care 
hath the GOD of all Grace taken; and ſuch abun- 
dant Proviſion hath Ele made, that no Man, who duly 
obſerves this Day, ſhall want any neceſſary Knowledge, 
cither of Himſelf, of GOD, or the Way of Salvation, 


Fur, when in Obedience to the plain Command of 
GOD, the Sabbath is begun with Private Prayer, in 
order to diſpoſe the Heart, to worſhip GOD aright in 
the great Congregation : When a Man comes in the 
Pr-{ence of his Neighbours, and in the Church of 
C OD, with bended Knees and humble Heart, to ac- 
Y :owledge the Evil of his Doings, and the Wages of 
ain: When he joins with them ſincerely in calling upon 
(- OD for Mercy, _ on account of the Blood ſhed by 
JE8 Us on the Croſs, and hopes to receive it thro? 
his Interceſſion: By this Means, a Man, who before 
did but faintly, if at all, perceive, the defiling, __ 

able 


E 
able Nature of Sin, will moſt effectually be taught, how 
exceeding ſinful it is; and — why the Son of 


GOD ruſt needs ſuffer i in our ſtead, leſt we all ſhould 
periſh everlaſtingly, for our Tranſgreſſion. 


AGain. A Man, who thro' the Ignorance that is 
in him, would never raiſe his Mind to one affecting 
Conception of the Majeſty and Glory of GOD, when 
he joins with Numbers of his Fellow-Creatures, in a 
hearty and open Confeſſion, that His is the Kingdom, 
the Power, and the Glory; that from Him, proceed 
all holy Thoughts, all good Deſixes, and all juſt Works. 
Every Man, duly engag'd in ſuch an Aſſembly, muſt be 
affected with this Exerciſe of his Mind; and feel his 
Spirit impreſſed with ſtrong and lively Conceptions, 
that GOD is worthy to be feared, obeyed, and loved, 
in the higheſt Degree. 


FurRTHER. The Mind of Man, which is natu- 
rally anxious; and devoured by tormenting Fears of 
Want, eſpecially in low and ſtrait Circumſtances, will 
be taught the All- ſufficiency of GOD to provide for 
them that fear Him : When every Week, you join a 
large Aſſembly, to ſpread all your Wants before Him, 
and to acknowledge, that thoſe that fear the Lord, ſhall 
want no manner of Thing that is good. Nor can his 
tender Mercy be queſtioned by the Man, who with 
Reverence and Sinczrity, goes every Sabbath with the 
Multitude, on Purpoſe to give unto GOD his Thanks 
and Praiſe, for our Creation, Preſervation, and above 
all, for our Redemption, by JESUS CHRIST, both 
GOD and Man, who did 2 Himſelf, even to the 
Death of the Croſs, for us, miſerable Sinners. 


AND, to conclude this Point. No Man can be 
ignorant how cn tin he is bringing Ruin and Dam- 
nation on Himſelf, by concinuing in the Practice of any 
Sin, whether it be Diſhoneſty, Lying, Drunkenneſs or 
Lewdneſs ; who every Sabbath hears in the Houſe of 

GOD, 
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| ſing ; you will be 


EFF 
GOD, his Word read, without any Comment of Man's 


deviſing, which reveals the Wrath of GOD againſt all 
fuch preſumptuous Sinners. 


From what has been ſaid, it is evident, that by 
attending the Church- Service, at leaſt, where it is 


ſcriptural and truly Chriſtian, (as is the happy Caſe with 


reſpect to us of the Eſtabliſhment,) the Underſtanding 
will be enlightened, and the Heart made better. Every 
Attribute and Perfection of GOD will be underſtood ; 
and the moſt igaorant of the Poor, taught, even by 
their Senſes, what manner of Obedience and Love, they 
are bound to pay to Almighty GOD. 


ADD to this, that GOD hath ordained Paſtors and 
Teachers, to open and enforce the Life-giving Oracles 
of GOD. And where the Prieſts of the Lord are 
cloathed with Righteouſneſs ; where, they ſtand in the 
Counſel of the Lord, and ſpeak his Words, the un- 
changeable Promiſe of GOD, is, then they. ſpall turn 
the People from their Evil Mays, and from the Evil of 
their Doings. JER. XXlll. 22. 

For theſe gracious Purpoſes, equally conducive to 
the Glory of GOD, the Good of the Soul, and the 
Benefit of Mankind, in this World, as well as in that 
which is to come, doth the Almighty GOD in the 
moſt ſolemn and peremptory Manner, command, ſay- 
ing, Ye ſhall keep my Sabbaths, and reverence my 
Sanftuary, LEV. Xxvi. 2. 

Now, if this Command is deſpiſed; if the Sabbath is 
conſumed in Vanity, or taken up, like another Day, in 
worldly Buſineſs; then, moſt melancholy and dreadful 
are the certain Conſequences of ſuch a Practice. By this 
Sin, you will be Rept out of the Way of GOD's Bleſ- 

ut up in Ignorance ; you will, and 
muſt be, left under the Dominion of vile and abomina- 
ble Lufts; for GOD hath ſaid, In all Places where I 
record Name, there will I com? unto Thee, and 
J will bleſs Thee, FEXxXOD. xx. 24. 


B Bur, 
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Bur, if you abſent yourſelf from ſuch Places, you 


provoke GOD to curſe you; and you reject the very . 


Means, in the Uſe of which, Deliverance from the 
Power of vile Aﬀections is to be received, and that 
Knowledge, which alone can make Sin deteſted, gained 
by you. 


To profane the Sabbath, if you have Children or 
Servants, is to breed them up in Atheiſm, to ſtrenghten 
all their natural Depravity, and teach chem moſt horribl 
to imagine, that GOD careth not what Thoughts 
Men have of Himſelf, nor is a Rewarder of thoſe, who 
diligently ſeek + lim, 

OTHER Sins, are a Denial of certain Branches of 
Duty; but, breaking the Sabbath, is directly levelled a- 
gainſt the Object of all Dury. Other Sins, are ſo many 
Attacks againſt difterent Parts of GOD's Law ; bur, 
breaking the Sabbath, ſaps the Foundation, and un- 
dermines the Whole. Other Sins, ſhew a Want of 
Regard to the Authority of GOD; but, breaking the 
| Sabbath, 15 a loud, open, immediate Inſult 11 TUB 

Majeſty, as Lord of the whole Earth: 


Hence you find, that this Sin of Profaneneſs, ſtands 
at the Beginning of the moſt profligate and abandoned 
Life ; that Thieves, and Robbers, and Murderers con- 
feſs, they were firſt avowed and incorrigible Profaners 
of the Lord's Day. 


Hence it is, that this Sin is ſo ſtrongly marked in 
the Bible, as provoking the Furiouſneſs of GO D's 
Wrath ; and, that the {rſt Sabbath-Breaker in the 
Jewiſh Camp, who dared to deſpiſe the Lord's Sabbath, 
( by doing on that Day what he had Time enough to 
do betore,) was, by Divine Command, puniſhed as a 
Blaſphemer of GOD Himſelf, and ſtoned to Death. 
NU MB. xv. 32. 


Tris Judgment and Vengeance of GOD, againſt 
the Profaner f tis. Holy 1 ay, is Written for our 


Learning, And tho Patience and F orbcarance is ious 
or 
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! 
for Year after Year, ſhewn to ſuch preſumptuous Of- 
fenders; and GOD endures, for a Jong Time, the 


Veſſels fitted for Deſtruction ; yet, the Scripture mult | 


be fulfilled, The Wicked fhall be turned into Hell, and 
all the People that forget GOD. PSal. ix. 17. 


LA, therefore, theſe Things together, and con- 
ſider how inexcuſable, O Man, thou art, who, upon 
any Plea, but that of ſhewing Mercy, or faving Lite 
of doing or receiving ſpiritual Good, doſt ſeem to flight 
the Sabbaths of the Lo x b. 


To convince you ſtill more deeply, of the Evil of 
Sabbath-breaking, and to prove it is a Sin of a Crimſon 
Dye, tho' generally accounted fo ſmall an Offence ; I 
will proceed to ſhew you, the peculiar Aggravations of 
this Sin. 


I. IT is a moſt barefaced Contempt of the Ma- 
jeſty of GOD; for his Will in this Matter, is fo 
plainly declared in our Church-Service ; ſo conſtantly 
E from Week to Week ; nay, enforced even 

y the Law of our Land, that no Man whatſoever 
can pleacꝰ Ignorance. And the Neceſſity of keeping 
the Sabbath Holy, if Men are not to be left in groſs 
and ſavage Ignorance of themſelves, their GOD, and 
Salvation, is ſo evident, that none can deny it. The 
evil Conſequences, which ariſe from deſpiſing the Sab- 
bath, are certain and dreadful; the begetting and 
ſpreading Atheiſm amongſt Men ; and making them 
diabolical enough, to treat the Great GOD, for whoſe 
Glory all Things were made, as if He was beneath 
our Notice, and the only Cypher in the World. 


2. To break the Sabbath for your own Convenience, 
Gain, or Pleaſure, is an Act of the higheſt Injuſtice to- 
wards GOD, for you are as much bound to give unto 
GOD the Things which are GOD's, as to pay your 
lawful Debts. And when He, who is the Maſter and 
Owner of all Things, ſets apart any Portion of Time 
for religious Employment :--when He calls the * 
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Day His own ; His Sabbath: when He declares He 
has hallowed and bleſſed it, To take any Part of this 
Day; to pervert it from its original Uſe; to conſume it 
in a Way directly oppoſite to its Appointment; is in 
the Eye of Reaſon and GOD's Law, as truly to defraud 
GOD of his Due, as witholding by Injuſtice and Force 
the Property of your Neighbour, is to defraud him. 


Ax p that GOD doth really account the going away 
from his Ordinances, a defrauding him of his juſt 
Rights, is evident from his own Teſtimony ; for thus 
he urges his Complaint againſt the profane Jews. Will 
a Man rob GOD) MAI. iii. 8. If there be any 
Juſtice ; any Senſe of right or wrong left in the Mind, 
muſt not this be an Iniquity utterly deteſted ? Can any 
one on this Side of Hell, be fo deſparately wicked, as 
knowingly and wilfully to detain, what I have claimed 
as my own, whoſe Name is JEALOUS; whoam 

eat in Lower, and infinite in Wiſdom ? Yet ye have 
robbed E But ve ſay, Wherein have we robbed Thee? 
In Tithes and Offerings , by witholding thoſe Things, 
which I have reſerved to myſelf, and for my Service. 


| Now, if the detaining Tithes and Offerings, Things 
of no moral Obligation, was accounted by G OD, a 
facrilegious Theft: How much more the witholdin 


from Him, the Worſhip due to Him on the Sabbath; 


a Duty enjoined before the Ceremonial Law, and ſub- 
ſiſting in full fore for ever? | 


How highly the Almighty reſents, and how ſeverely 
he puniſhes, fuch Treſpaſs committed againſt his Di- 
vine Majeſty, judge ye from the Words which imme- 
diately follow. Je are curſed with a Curſe, for ye 
bave robbed me; even this whole Nation. i. e. The far 
greater Part of all Ranks and Conditions amongſt you ; 
by their profane Contempt of my Ordinances, ap- 
pear as void of Juſtice and Honeſty with regard to my- 
Telf, as a Band of Thieves and Robbers, © 


* 


3. By 


F 


3. By Profaning the Sabbath, you ſhew you are 
more without any Senſe of Religion, tho* favoured with 
the Light of the glorious Goſpel, than the very Heachens, 
who were in groſs Darkneſs ; and you ſtand condemned 
even by their Practice. 


Now, tho' you may deſpiſe the great Piety of a 
real Chriſtian, certainly you will not dare to act more 


impiouſly than the Heathens were wont to do, even to- 


wards thoſe who were no Gods. Let the Heathens 
were not ſo abandoned, as to pay no Tokens of their 
Dependance on, and Subjection to, thoſe they called 
their Gods. They frequented their Feſtivals ; they 


_ obſerved their appointed Seaſons for doing Honour 


to them. Whilſt you, on the contrary, who profane 
the Sabbaths of the Lord ; give no public Sign of any 
Faith in GOD, the Living GOD, Maker and Go- 
vernor of all Things. You give no Proof, that you 


fear his Anger, deſire his Favour, or care for his Bleſ- 


ſing. To your utter Shame and Confuſion, Barbarians 
from every Part of the World, ſhall riſe up againſt you, 
and condemn you: For, they ſet apart a Time, for 
worſhipping the Gods they truſted in ; but you, tho? 
baptized into the Name of the Father, Son, and Spirit, 
and called to the Knowledge of the Grace of GOD, 
which bringeth Salvation ; you, are ſo unthankful, and 
unholy, as to ſhun his ſolemn Worſhip, and abuſe the 
Sabbath, to Purpoſes of Vanity, or getting Gain. 


4. A Profanation of the Sabbath, proves you. not 
only more depraved than the Heathens ; but more 
inſenſible and ungrateful, than Brutes. This, perhaps, 
you think is aggravating the Charge, farther than it 
will bear; and loading the Sabbath-Breaker with more 
Guilt than he deſerves : but I will appeal to your own 
Conſcience, for the Truth of it; and then, confirm it 
by what the Mouth of the Log D has ſpoken. 


Is Av, then, that the Practice of neglecting GOD's 


| Worſhip, and profaning his own Holy Day, To — 
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Sake of Pleaſure, Gain, and Convenience, is worſe 
than brutal Behaviour: For, has not the Brute, which 
receives the Benefit of your Protection and Care, a 
ſtrong and grateful Senſe of what you do for it? Your 
Dog, for Inſtance ; is it not thankful for what you give 
it? Does it not ſhew this to you by many, and the beſt 
Tokens in its Power ? Does it not love, honour, and, as 
it were, adore its Maſter ? Does it not wait on you, and 
for you ? and, after Abſence, ſhew uncommon Signs 
of Joy, at it's Maſter's Return ? 


In thus doing, does it not reproach, every profane 
Deſpiſer of GOD's Sabbath, as much as the Ant re- 
proves the Sluggard ? For where are the Marks of your 

hankfulneſs, to Him who is your Lord, your Creator, 
Benefactor, and Redeemer ? He is every Moment doing 
you Good, and yet ſo deſpiſed by you, that you fet at 
naught his plain and peremptory Command. Thus 
would not your Dog ſerve you. You eat GOD's Bread 
you wear his Cloaths ; you enjoy his rich Gifts of Health 
and Strength; yet hate to come to his Houſe; where 
every Man ſpeaks of his Honour. Yau pleaſe your 
own profane Spirit, on the Day you ſhould be wholly 
employed in the Exerciſes of Godlineſs. If your Dog, 
whom you feed and careſs, was to ſhew ſuch Contempt 
for you, you would inſtantly deſtroy him, as one ſunk 
below the Excellence of. his own Kind. 


Bur, to the Brute, [take Knowledge of it,] GOD ſends 
you, O thou profane Perſon, to learn how full of outra- 
geous Ingratitude, your Behaviour towards Him, appears. 


Hear, O Heavens, ſays He, and give Ear, O Earth, 
for the Lord hath ſpoken. I have nouriſhed and brought 
up Children, and they have rebelled againſt me. The 
Ox knoweth his Owner, and the Aſs his Maſter*s Crib ;, 
but Iſrael doth not know, my People doth not conſider. 
ISatan ji. v. 2, 4. * 


LASTIVY. By that profane Spirit, which leads you 


to pollute the Sabbath, your Sentiments and mas" 
* os wit 


" a es as From” 


„ 


ch 


\ 


L 4s J 


with reſpect to GOD, perfectly agree with that of the 
Devil and his Angels. Your Practice caſts a Reproach 
and Diſgrace upon the very Profeſſion of a G OD. 
For ſuch Profaneneſs of Practice, plainly ſpeaks this 
Language. I am not under Obligations to any God. 
I am not dependent on any. I have received no Fa- 
* vours from him. I deſire no Good at his Hands, 
© I fear no Evil that he can inflict. There is no God. 
© I know not any.“ Language truly Diabolical. 


Ox, if you will have it, that by profaning the Sab- 
baths of the Lox bp, you do not deny the very Being of 
your Maker; your Practice undeniably ſays, I will af- 
front Him to his Face. I will ſhew to all Men I value 
Him not; and bring as many as poſſible to beof my Mind, 
For, if Actions ſpeak the Thoughts of the Heart, as 
plain as Words, thus does every Profaner of the Loxp's 
Day, ſpeak in the Ears of all that behold him. 


Axp now I would hope, and fain perſuade my- 
ſelf, that if thou, O Reader, haſt been, or ſtill art, a 
Polluter of the Sabbath; what has been ſaid, may have 
touched your Heart, and produced in you, ſome Sight 
and Senſe of the great Evil chargeable on thee. O give 
Way to it. Turn not aſide from it, as you love your 
own Salvation. Dwell upon your Offence and Sin, till 
you are perſuaded, from the very Bottom of your Soul, 
that you have acted, in profaning the Sabbath, a moſt 
wicked, ungrateful, deviliſh Part towards GOD. 


Trink how long GOD has ſuffered you, hearing 
the Cry of your horrible Profaneneſs. Long, too long, 
have you provoked Him. Fly for Pardon, for all this 
great Wickedneſs, to Him, whom you have hitherto 
deſpiſed, no leſs than the Sabbaths of the Lord ; to 
that CHRIST, who died for the Ungodly ; and for 
whoſe Sake alone, the Sinner, and the Ungodly can be 
Juſtified. Fly for Pardon to Him; and tho? utterly 
unworthy, He will be your Advocate with the Father, 
and the Propitiation of your Sin, | | 
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Maxx your Prayer daily, that 
may be manifeft, by your fan&tifying 
redeeming from Idleneſs and Vanity; or from forbidden 
Toil and Labour, the Holy Hours of the Lord's own 
Day. Pray, that you may not be deceived by the athe- 
iſtical Faſhion of the Times, to account the profaning 


your Return to GOD 
his Sabbaths : By 


the Sabbarh, a ſmall and trifling Offence. An Offence, 
eaſily to be overlooked, if a Man is fober, humane, 
mercifut and honeſt. Remember, you cannot prove 
the Guilt of any Tranſgreſſion to be more inflamed, than 
by proving, it is a wilful Breach of GO D's Law, a 
Contempt of his Name, and an atheiſtical Declaration, 
that you care not for Him. 


REMEMBER, that moſt finfully ſelfiſh as we are, we 
reſent, and reproach thoſe Sins, only, which annoy and 
injure us: whilſt we have little Diſlike to, and no Ab- 
horrence of, thoſe Sins which trample G OD under 
Foot. If a Servant flies in his Maſter's Face, and offers 
Violence to him ; or a Son lifts up his Hand againit his 
Parent, the whole Neighbourhood ſhall ring with the 
Crime, and every Heait burn with Indignation, But 
you may treat GON with more Impudence, than a rude 
Servant his Maſter ; with more unnatural Rebellion, 
than an undutiful Child his Parent, and no Complaint 
be raiſed againſt you; no Indignation at your Behaviour. 
Remember this, and conclude within your Breaſt, that 
the Sin of profaning the Sabbath, is not, therefore, the 
leſs provoking in the Sight of GOD, becauſe, it is lets 
odious in the Judgment of ungodly Men. The Rea- 
ſoning of St. Jaws in this Caſe, is ſtrictly true. He 
tha keepeth the whole Law, ſave that be offendeth in 
one Point, is guiliy of all. The ſame GOD, who 
commanded you, not to fteal, commit Adultery, or 
þcar falſe Witnei3 ; ſaid alſo, Remember to keep Holy the 
Sabbath-Day. Now, if thou commit no Adultery, nei- 
ther fieal, nor cheat, nor lie; if thou art neither an Ex- 
tortioner, nor unjuſt, yet, if thou profaneſt the Sabbaths 
of the LoxD, thou art become a Tranſgreſſor of the 
Law. UroN 
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Uron every Return, therefore, of the Sabbath, 
be earneſt in Prayer for a Spiritual Frame of Mind; 
tor a Heart, glad to embrace the Day, as ſet apart ior 
the more abundent Worſhip of GOD, and Increaſe of 
all Grace to the Souls of Men. 
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SECOND PART. 


X*{}#X F the Arguments already advanced, are du- 
þ 7 A. ly conſidered, the Profanation of the Lok p's 
% * ÞF Day, can no longer appear a ſmall Offence. 
NUN No Tradeſman, Day-labourer, or other Per- 
lon whatſoever, will think himſelf any thing better than 
a moſt audacious Rebel againſt GOD, for exerciſing 
his ordinary Calling on the Lord's Day. Much lets 
will any Gentleman, who conſiders the peculiar Aggra- 
vations, of the Sin of polluting the Sabbath, fer an 
Example himſelf of Prophaneneſs; or ſuffer any Per- 
ſons, to be employed on this Holy Day, where his In- 
fluence and Authority can prevent it. This mult be the 
Caſe, whenever the Obligations we are under to keep 
Holy the Sabbath, are laid to Heart. And was this 
the Caſe, ſuch a Bleſſed Change, would take Place in 
this and every Pariſh, as every real Friend to Mankind, 
mult ardently deſire. 


Bur if ſome will not be perſuaded, many I hope, 
will be awakened from what 1s here laid before them, 
to ſome juſt Senſe of the great Sinfulneſs of polluting 
the Sabbaths of the Lok D; and become deſirous, of 
being ſtrengthened devoutly to obſerve them, and al- 
ſiſted in bringing to good Effect, their Holy Purpoſes. 


From a ſincere Regard to all, who are thus minded, 
I ſhall lay before you, 1ſt. Some Rules neceſſary to be 
practiſed. 2dly. Inſiſt on the great Benefits, 1 
this Life, and that which is to come, ſecured to gas e 
C who 


1 
who obſerve the Lox D's Sabbaths. zdly. Anſwer the 
Objections which are loudly, and continually urged by 


Ignorance and Prophaneneſs, againſt paying a ſuitable 
Regard to the Loa D's own Day. 


1ſt, Ir you really deſign to do your bounden Duty, 
in keepiag Holy the Sabbath; you muſt arm yourſelf 
againit ali the Temptations you will meet with, to pro- 
phane and pollute this Day. Theſe Temptations will 
aſſault you both from without and from within: Thro? 
your Friends and Relations, and from your own vile 
and unbelieving Heart. The former, if they make 
no Conſcience of the Law and Authority of GOD, nor 
know the worth of their immortal Souls, will be calling 
upon you to take Part in their Voluptuouſneſs : at 
leaſt, to join them in ſober Recreation; to be ſatisfied, 
with a mere complimental Appearance at the Houſe of 
GOD's Worſhip. They will fain perſuade you to make 
a Compoſition with Him, that if you come to His 
Church in the Morning, you may look upon it as your 
right, to ſpend the reſt of the Day, as you pleaſe. 
From ſuch profane Relations, and Friends, you muſt 
expect at firſt, Cenſure and Oppoſition ; to be very 
heartily laughed at, for being righteous over much, and 
better than your Neighbours. 


TRESH Attacks, will be more, than you are able 
to bear; unleſs you make your Prayer unto the GOD 
of your Life, to rivet upon your Mind, a Senle of the 
— right He has to your Obedience, Fear, and 
Love; and to the moſt devout Expreſſions of them on 
His own Day. 


You muſt beg of GOD, to-ſhew you, in a ſtrong 
and clear Light, that you are a Thief and Robber, it 
you go about to defraud Him, of any Part of that Day, 
He has choſen for his own. You mult pray, to be im. 
moveably perſuaded, that the Sabbath is not ordained 
for the Sake of any Good that can redound to the High 
and Lofty One, who inhabiteth Eternity, from your 
Devotion----it is not for any Delight, He-can receive 


from 


Wi > <L (0 &O © oo =. hy 


2 


"WP I 

from ſuch a ſinful Worm, whom all the Hoſt of Heaven 
in Flames of, Love adore----that you are commanded, 
to pray, to hear, and read his Holy Word, and to keep 
his Sabbaths. No, it is your own Profit, the Good of 
of your immortal Soul, GOD ſeeks ; that you may 
gain the Knowledge of Things that belongto your Peace, 
without which, under the Form and Faſhion of a Man, 


and poſſeſſed of a reaſonable Mind, you muſt have the 
Heart of a Beaſt. | 


You are ſtrictly charged to keep the Sabbath, leaſt 
as our great Chriſtian Poet ſpeaks, 


Thy Folly bound thy Proſpe by the Grave 

All Feeling of Eternity, benumbed ; 

Renounced all Intercourſe with Heaven 

By Fleſh impriſoned, all, that ought to ſoar ; 
Prone to the Earth, and. crawling in the Dusl, 
Without one great, or Heaven- born Aim; 
Embruted every Faculty divine : 

Heart-buried in the Rubbiſh of the World, 

The World, that Guiph of Souls, 

Immortal Souls, —— — 


LrasT this ſhould be thy fad Condition, you are 
ſtrictly commanded to obſerve, a Day, to acquaint 
yourſelf with GOD, his Son, his Spirit, and his Goſpel. 


Now from this true State of the Caſe, it is evident, 
what great Injury you are bringing upon yourſelf, by 
giving Way to Prophaneneſs. And when once you are 
rooted and grounded in this Perſuaſion, you will boldly 
reply to every proud Scoffer, and abhor all the Counſel 
of the ungodly. You will know, that to be ſingular in 
7 keeping the Sabbath, is your bounden Duty; and by 
it, you are only ſowing to the Spirit, that of the Spirit 
you may reap Life Everlaſting. | 
9 ur Temptations, from your own carnal Mind, to 
h pollute this Day, if not by ſeeking your own Pleaſure, 
® yet by heartleſs Attendance on the Worſhip of GOD; 
is you muſt guard againſt, by earneſt Prayer, to receive 
* every 
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evcry Sabbath, with all Thankfulneſs, as a peculiar 

Seaſon, hallowed and bleſſed of GOD. You muſt 

confeſs your own Formality, Coldneſs, and Indifference: 

and beg to find yourſelf in a proper Frame of Mind, 

ſuitable to the Holy Day. For as no Man can pray 

unto God, ſpiritually, fervently, and effectually, with- 

out ſeeking the promiſed Help of the Holy Ghoſt: 

much leſs can ye keep a Day, holy to the Lord, whilſt 

you truſt in your own Strength. Neither is it poſſible, 

to avoid ſpeaking your own Words, or finding your 
own Pleaſure, on the Lord's Day; unleſs you have 

better Thoughts and Pleaſures miniſtered unto you, by 

the Grace and Spirit of GOD. Which therefore you 
muſt be careful to ſeek by diligent Prayer, on every 
Sabbath. | | 


I T is, it muſt be intollerably weariſome to ſpend the 
Day in a devout Manner, when no Petitions have been 
offered up to GOD, to open the Intercourſe between 
Him and the Soul; no Prayer for ſuch bright Diſco- 
veries of his own Glory; ſuch Convictions of the Ex- 
cellency of Holineſs, of the Defilement, and dreadtul 
Conſequences of Sin ; as ſhall afford abundant Matter, 
for all the various Exerciſes of Godlinels. 


On the contrary, if you make Conſcience to intreat 
the Lord Almighty, that you maybe enabled to obſerve 
his own Day, according to his Commandment ; and 
that you may receive all the Benefit to your Soul, which 
He deſigned to beſtow on the Faithful, when He bleſſed 
the Sabbath-Day, and hallowed it. If you raiſe your 
Expectations high, of finding ſome conſiderable Support 
and Eſtabliſhment added to your Faith ; ſome new Fer- 
vours to your Love; ſome freſh Increaſe of Power and 
Strength, to ſtand againſt your Enemies ; then, the 
Language of your Soul will be, This is the Day which 
the Lord hath made; We will rejoice and be glad in it. 
O be joyful in the Lord, all ye Lands; ſerve the Lord 


with GLA DNESS, and come before his Preſence with 


a Song. 


Do 


W 
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Do you aſk, what peculiar Encouragement there is, 
to uſe ſo much Diligence and Pains to keep the Sab- 
bath, according to the Will of GOD ? I anſwer, many 

reat and moſt deſirable Benefits, are annexed to a con- 
| ea as Obſervance of this Day. The Knowledge 
of yourſelf, of the World, and of GOD; which in- 
clude the moſt valuable and neceflary Points, is only 
to be attained, by uſing aright the Sabbath. 


SELF-KNOWLEDGFT, has been extolled in every 
Age, as the higheſt Wiſdom. Yet all important, as 
it is, the Bulk of Mankind, have no other Means of 
attaining to it, but the Obſervation of rhe Sabbath. 
A perfect Spendthrift, knows as much of his own 
Affairs, and of his Debrs, which multiply Lay by Day, 
as that Man can know of the State of bis own i-1mortal 
Soul, who makes no frequent Pauſes, to prove and 
examine himſelf, Who can let Weeks, Months, and 
Years paſs, whilſt his Buſineſs engroſſes his Thoughts 
on common Days, his Pleaſures and Amuſements on 
Sundays. 


Tur Iniquity of his Actions, the Offences of his 
Tongue, the vile Aﬀections ruling in his Heart, tho? 
highly provoking to GOD, defiling and ruinous to 


his Soul, will all be hid from his Eyes. 


Svcn a one, will imagine himſelf, a good ſort of 
a Man, and chargeable with little Guilt, whilſt in deed 
and in truth, his Sins are great and heinous. Nothing 
of the Evil of his Ways, will he fee diſtinctly enough, 
either to bewail it before GOD, or to {eek for Dcli- 
verance from it. 


Hence it is, that ſo many Thouſands live in full 
Security, ſaying, 7b, there ſhall no Harm happen 
unto us, tho? every Threatning in the Bible is in full 
Force againſt them. Hence, they will not be perſuaded, 
they are bad enough, to need any Repentance, *cill the 
whole Multitude of their Iniquities, riſe up againſt them 
in the next World, and convince them to their Face. 
Bur 
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Bor if you keep the Sabbaths of the Lox p, you 
will be led to recollect the ſeveral Paſſages of each 64> or 
You will be able to trace back the Temper of 
Mind from Day to Day ; and by that Means ma 
timely Diſcovery, of the Badneſs of your Spirit, and the 
Diforders of your Heart. You will take Notice, in 
how many Inſtances, alas ! your Diſcourie, your Tem- 
pers and Defires, betrayed a fad Forgetfulneſs of your 
ſolemn Profeſſions, and contradicted your Prayers. 


By this Diſcovery, you will be led to the Knowledge 
of yourſelf, as a poor, guilty, unſtable, helpleſs Crea- 
ture. You will ſee ; your Need of the Blood of Chriſt, 
to take away your Sins; of his Strength and Power to 
get you the Victory. And by this Acquaintance with 
yourſelf, you will return to the Buſineſs of the World, 
after every Sabbath, more humble, more watchful, and 
more ſtrengthened to overcome, where hitherto you 
have failed.” 


AND whilft you are acquiring this moſt uſeful Know- 
ledge of your own Weaknels, Defilement and Sinful- 
neſs, you will gain alſo the Know ledge of GOD your 
Saviour. It is groſs Ignorance of the Frequency and 
Multitude of our Offences, which keeps us careleſs, and 
Deſpiſers of the Lord JESUS CHRIST. For want 
of this Knowledge, the far greater Part, live and die 
with no other than Hearſay Notions of GOD and 
CHRIST. They hear, He is great in Power, glo- 

rious in Holineſs, infinite in Wiſdom. They hear, that 
He gave His only begotten Son, to die for Sinners, and 
that Eternal Life, is promiſed to them that believe in 
Him. But what there is in Sin; why it behoved GOD 
by whom are all Things, to appoint ſuch a Sacrifice for 
it ; what is the Excellency of Faith in CHRIST----- 
all theſe moſt important Truths, are not the leaſt laid to 
Heart. The Cares, or the Pleaſures of the World, 
making them ſatisfied with Hearing of theſe Things, and 
allowing them to be true, whilſt there is no real Ac- 
quaintance with them; no Knowledge of any Thing 

more 
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more, than that there is a Report of ſuch a Kind. 
And this is evident, from an undeniable Fact, that 
moſt of thoſe who call themſelves, Chriſtians, receive 
no more preſent Comfort, nor find any greater Degree 
of Happineſs, in remembring theſe Scripture Truths, 
than if they were mere Fable and Romance, 


Bur if you keep one Day in ſeven, as the Lok p 
hath commanded, you will acquaint yourſelf with that 
GOD, whom all others in Ignorance worſhip. You 
will be ſure, He is great in Power, becauſe you will 
conſider the Operations of his Hand, and the Victory 
He gives you againſt your Enemies. You will clearly 
perceive, that He is infinite in Wiſdom, by gaining a 
Knowledge of his Word, of the Method of Salvation 
contrived by Him, and of the wonderful Ways, by 
which He hath ever fulfilled his Promiſes to the obe- 
dient, and avenged Himſelf on his Adverſaries. You 
will have the Witneſs in yourſelf, that He is indeed 
good, and gracious, and of great Mercy; from the 
Anſwers of Peace given to your Prayers, the ſeaſonable 


Supplies to your Wants, and your ſafe Deliverance 


from Dangers. The Experience of theſe Mercies, a- 
freſh imprinted on the Memory, by due Recollection 
every Sabbath, will give you the ſame irreſiſtible Proof 
of the Goodneſs of the Lok p, as you have of the Love 
of an earthly Parent, from his Care conſtantly expreſſed 
tor you. | 

B y this Means, you will attain that Knowledge of 
GOD, which the Bible declares is eternal Life ; begun 
as a Seed here, but in Heaven unfolding itſelf more and 
more, ſo long as you have your Being. 


Ac AINV. By ſerious Self- Examination, (become 
an habitual Exerciſe on the Sabbath,) you will find it 
impoſſible, for you to be ſaved, by Virtue of your own 
Duties, and Services. For your Defects in Love and 
Zeal to GOD, in fervent Charity towards your Neigh- 
bour, will be confeſſed to be ſo many; and upon due 
Recollection, the Workings of ſilent Envy, and ſecret 

| Pride, 
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Pride, fo frequent; the Mixtures of Selfiſhneſs, ſo ap- 
parent; that you will be compelled to go out of your- 
ſelf ; and deſpoiled of every proud Conccit of your own 
Goodneſs, to fall vile and guilty at the Feet of a cruci- 
fea Mediator, imploring Pardon, only for his Sake, 
who ſuffered the Juſt for the Unjuſt, bearing our Sins 
in his own Body on the Tree. | 


Tur Knowledge of the World, in like Manner, 
you will attain by keeping the Sabbaths of the Lo p. 
Poor deluded Man, is wont to be as much a Stranger 
to this, as he is to GOD, or himſelf. The World, 
he miſtakes, as a Place for Enjoyment, not for Trial, 
as a Theatre, to make an Appearance on, in Pride and 
Vanity, not to fight with a truly noble and divine Cou- 
rage, againſt the Enemics of GOD, and his own im- 
mortal Soul. And tho* GOD is calling upon him in 
the molt alarming Manner, Be not conformed to this 

orld.------ ho ſoever is a Friend of the World, is the 
Enemy of GOD. Jam. iv. 4. Yet Man, deaf to the 
Words of this Book, devotes himſelf to all the Intereſts, 
Pleaſures, and Enjoyments of the World, as if there 
was no Danger, nor Prohibition; he is engroſſed in 
ſeeking aiter them, as theGentiles which know not GOD. 


Nok can it prove otherwiſe, unleſs Men will re- 
tire from Noiſe and Company, calmly to conſider the 
real Nature of "Things, and get Inſtruction in Right- 
eouſneſs. 


THr1s neceſſary Retirement, by keeping the Sabbaths 
of GOD, ou will ſecure : and by ſpending them in 
reading his enli;,-htening Scriptures, and ſuch Authors 
only, as write on the fame Plan; your Eyes will be fully 
opened to perceive, what the World is: a Place, you 
are continued in, not for the ſake of any Thing it can 
give ou: not to be a rich Man, a learned Man, or a 
Voluptuary ; but onl+ to have Time and Space, to con- 
quer and obtain Eternal Salvation. 


Every returning Sabbath, when duly obſerved, will 
repeat, impreſs, inforce, with increaſing W and 
ower, 


131 
Power, this Fundamental Truth. Till at length it will 


wholly govern you, in your Shop, and in your Service, 
your Trade, and Merchandize. 


AND this ſuggeſts the next great Advantage you 
will reap from keeping the Sabbath holy, it will enable 
you to live in all Honeſty, and good Conlcience. 


Lou», and continual are the Complaints in every 
Place, to the Reproach of our Chriſtian Name, that 
Fraud, Deceit, and Lying, go not out of our Streets, 
And ſo ſtrong are the Temptations from Self-intereſt, 
and Self. love, that a moſt ſagacious Obſerver on the 
Manners of Men, pronounced it a general Rule, that 
as a Nail fticketh fast between the Joinings of the Stones, 
ſo aoth Sin flick faſt, between buying and ſelling. EcCLES. 
xxvii. 2. A thirſt after Money, an inſatiable Greedi- 
neſs for Gain, muſt neceſſarily grow out of the con- 
tinual Praiſes, which are heard of Wealth, and its 
Poſſeſſors; and from the Advantages it gives a Man 
at the Market, and on the Exchange. And hence 
worldly Luſts gain ſuch Dominion, as nothing can re- 
itrain them, from uſing every Method, not ſubject to 
the Laſh of the Law, to get Money, and grow rich. 


LiTTLE Breaches of the Rule of Honeſty, will firſt 
be connived at, then greater ; till at length Conſcience iſ 
is laid waſte, and all that is profitable, will be eſteemed With 
lawful. Nay, the very Notion of forgoing Gain for iti 
Conſcience Sake, will be laughed at, as imaginary. l 


Nor fo will it be with you, if you faithfully obſerve 
the Lord's Sabbaths. You will be governed too by 1 
your own Interet. But then knowing the Salvation ö 
of your Soul, to be your beſt Intereſt, and infinitely 1 
your richeſt Gain; you will feel a ſtrong Check, keep- | 
ing you within the Compaſs of your Duty, you will | 
feel the Powers of the World to come, counteracting 
inordinate Affection, and Covetoutneſs, And tho? 
1 tempted to do diſhoneſtly, for the Sake of getting 
J Money, or to Support a ſinking Trade ; this Reply 
D will 


Es AK. AE ti. . ,, 


261 


will be powerful and ſufficient, What ball I be profited, 
if I gain the whole World, and loſe my own Soul? 


Trvs by keeping the Sabbath, you will be enabled 
to glorify GOD, by being honeſt and ſincere in your 
Buſineſs ; by eſcaping; the Guilt of thoſe Frauds, which 


wound, and defile the Souls of moſt Men in Trade. 


Every Sabbath will renew your Strength, and prove a 
bleſſed Earneſt unto you, of that Time, when you will 
be no more expoled to ſuch ſevere Trials ; no more in 
Danger of making Ship-wreck of Faith, and a good 
Conſcience, for preſent Convenience and Advantage. 
According to the Courle of Things, your inflexible 
Honeſty, will greatly recommend you in the Way of 
Buſineſs; and Numbers will be glad to deal, where by 
Experience, and the Teſtimony of many Witneſſes, 
no Fraud will be practiſed upon them; nor unrea ſonable 
Gain, ſo much as fought ther, | 


Bur be this, as it may; when you conſcientiouſly 
obſerve the Lord's Day, you are intereſted in many Pro- 
miſes, which reſpect this World, as well as that which 
is to come. This is one principal Part of, and naturally 
leads, to a godly Life. Which Life, is Heir to that 
All-fufficient Promiſe. Ps. Ixxxiv. v. 11. For the Lord 
GOD, is a Sun, and a Shield; the Lord will give 
Grace and Glory and no good Thing will He withold 
from them that lead a godly Life. 


Tur ſame Promiſe of GOD's peculiar Love in this 
World, is expreſſed. IS AI. v. 8. 14. For there it is 
declared, that if the Sabbath, be a Delight to you, 
eſteemed the Holy of the Lord, honourable, and all 
forbidden Practices are laid aſide, that you may honour 
GOD on that Day. Then faith the Lox D Almighty, 
I will cauſeThee to ride on the High Places of the Earth. 
In other Words, I will deliver Thee, from Diſtreſſes, 
Neceſſities and Afflictions, (as far as it may be for thy 
Good,) you ſhall be carried triumphant over them. 
And feed Thee with the Heritage of Jacob, I will give 
Thee, what he received from me, to eat in Plenty, * 
| C 
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be ſatisfied ; and to partake of my Bounty, with reſpect 


to temporal, no leſs than ſpiritual Mercies. 


Tae Truth of theie Promiſes, hath been confirmed, 
like all the reſt, which are found in the Bible, by Facg 
and Experience. 


SEVERAL in great Buſineſs and high Employment 
in our own Nation, have left their Teſtimony on Re- 
cord, that the more carefully, and piouſly they obſerved 
the Lord's Day, the better they ſucceeded, in what 
with a good Conſcience, they undertook. 


Ir is very memorable, concerning the Great £1:- 
zabeth, whoſe Reign was ſo remarkably bleſſed with 
the Care and Protection of JEHOVAH ; that upon her 
coming to the Throne, the began her Government, 
with a very ſtrict Command, to obferve the Lord's 
Day. The Words of this Injunction, are worthy to 
be preſerved, and written in Letters of Gold in all 
our Churches. | 


ALL the Queen's Faithful Subjects, ſhall from 
henceforth celebrate, and keep Holy this Day, ac- 
cording to GOD's Holy Will and Pleaſure, i. e. In 
hearing the Word read and taught, in Private, and 
Public Prayers, in Acknowledgment of their Offen- 
ces, and the Amendment of the ſame ; in often re- 
ceiving the Communion ot the Body and Blood of 
CHRIST; uſing all Soberneſs and godly Con- 


verſation.” 


La * * * * * * * 


IN this ſolemn Manner, the Honour of the LoR op 
GOD was ſecured in our Nation; and therefore one 
ſingle Iſland, tho* harbouring a Neſt of Vipers in its 
Boſom, a moſt numerous, Popiſh Faction, ſtood out 
againſt the Subtlety and Violence of Kingdoms com- 
bined againſt it. | 

Tur Lord Chief Juſtice Hale, one of the firſt Or- 
naments to his Profeſſion, tranſmitted it in Print to his 
Children, that he was perſuaded he owed much of his 


Succeſs and Renown, to his moſt exemplary Obſerva- 
tion of this Holy Day. Taz 
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Trae Time would fail me, to mention all the Cloud 
of Witneſſes, who have declared, that the good Order 
of their Families; the Sobriety, Diligence, and Du- 
tifulneſs of their Children; the many unexpected Friends 
and Advantages they have met with; were evident To- 
kens of GOD's Fatherly Care towards them, whilſt 
they were Keeping his Sabbaths. 


INDEED, *rill GOD's Truth is ſuffered to fail, every 
one that ſeeks His Kingdom and Righteouſneſs in the 
firſt Place, ſhall have Food convenient for him ; and 
ſuch Circumſtances in Life, as, upon the Whole, are 


the very belt for him to be in. 


You have now, in one View before you, the ſeveral 
ſtrong Reaſons, which oblige every Man to keep Holy 
the Lord's Day; and the great Bleſſings he will receive 
from this Chriſtian Practice. I know of nothing that 
can be added on the Subject, unleſs it be 1ſt. An An- 
ſwer to the Objections, which Ignorance and Profane- 
neſs io loudly make againſt Keeping the Sabbath in 


this exemplary Manner. 2dly. An Application of the 


Whole to the Heart and Conſcience. 


1. IT is commonly pleaded in Excuſe for Profaning 
the Sabbath ; that it is very hard, that thoſe, who are 
obliged to follow their Buſineſs ſo cloſely for ſix Days 
in the Week, ſhould not have Liberty to indulge them- 
ſelves ; that they ſhould be refrained from relaxing in 
Parties of Pleaſure, and in viſiting, who are confined to 
a Shop, or a Town, all the Week beſide ; when their 


ceaſing from their Work, and from their Labour, will 


allow them to take their Pleaſure. This, it is ſaid, is 
a Piece of Selt-Denial, irkſome to ſubmit to. 


THrarT it is a Piece of Self Denial, at firſt, and a 
very great one too, I grant. But, what is Religion, 
but Self Denial exerciſed in various Inſtances. Can a 
Man be chaſte, without doing Violence to the lewd De- 
fires natural to the Human Heart ? Or can he be ho- 
neſt, without oppoſing ſtrong Temptations to be other- 
wile ? Can we obey GOD rather than Man, without 

the 
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the pain of mortifying our Lowe of Praiſe ? Is the Right 
Hand that off:n4s, ſome Sia appearing as neceflary to 
our Welfare, as the Right [and is to defend the Body, 
to be ſpared ? or the Right Eye, ſome evil Luſt, as much 
delighted in, as the Organ of Sight, to be gratified, be- 


cauſe it is the ſevereſt Act of Self- Denial, to cut the one 
off, or to pluck out the other ? 


_ FurTHER, when you make this Objection, take 
Notice, in what Inſtances are you denying the Inclina- 
tions of a Heart, which the Mouth of the Lox p, hath 
pronounced, to be deſperately wicked ? What do you 


do for Him, which you would not do, if there was no 
GOD ? 


Do not ſay, you neither rob, nor ſteal, for his Sake ? 
Becauſe the Priſon, and the Gallows, tie up your 
Hands, from ſuch Practices. Do not ſay, you are 
quiet and inoffenſtwe, tor Conſcience towards G OD, 
if you break his Sabbaths. No, it is becauſe you love 
Peace, rather than Broils and Quarrels. Do not fancy 
you are no Drunkard or Fornicator, out of regard to 
the Authority of GOD, it yet you are profane. No, 
it is, becauſe you would keep your Character and avoid 

Yiſeaſe. Do not imagine, your Appearance at Church 


once a Day, whilſt afterwards you find your own Plea- 


ſire, is a Proof that the Fear of GOD is in you. For 
this you may do, to keep a fair Name, and even to pa- 


cify Conſcience, accuſing for the habitual Commiſſion 
of Sin. 


Is ſhort, you will find it impoſſible, to prove, that 
you deny yourſelf in any one Deſire, or perform. a 
ſingle Duty, out of regard to GO], whilſt you con- 
tinue a Profaner of his Sabbaths. And for my own 
Part, I have ever found, a lawleſs Spirit with reſpect to 
GOD, in every one, who would for his own Conveni- 
ence, or Pleaſure, pollute his Holy Day. 


Id Proof of this, make the following Experiment. 
If you ſay, it is indeed ſo hard a Thing, not to have 
one Day in ſeven, to take your own Pleaſure in, and 
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to ceaſe from your Buſineſs, Take then, one out of 
ſix. On that Day, in which you are allowed, without 
Offence againſt the Law of your G OD ; travel, viſit 
your Friends, thus relax and pleaſe yourſelf. No, this 
you refuſe; you chooſe rather to be diligent in your 
Trade. 


Now can there be a plainer Demonſtration than this, 


that you deſpiſe, utterly deſpiſe GO D, and his Law. 
Since you think it very hard, you may not be allowed 
to rob GOD, of His Day, for your own Pleaſure ; whilſt 
to avoid this Hardſhip, you will give up nothing of 
your Application to Buſineſs, and from getting Gain, 
for yourſelf. 


Ir the ſame Objection is made, by Journeymen, and 
Apprentices, who have no Day their own; let them re- 
member, they can Toil and Labour, without mur- 
muring, ſix Days for their earthly Maſters, receiving 
only their poor Pittance of Wages; how much more 
ſhould they rejoice and be glad, to ſerve Him one Day 
only out of ſeven, Who will reward them that love Him, 
with a Crown of Life, a Kingdom of Glory. 

I nave conſidered this very common Objection thus 
far, as if the conſcientious Obſervance of the Sabbath, 
was always to be an ungrateful Act of Self-Denial. 


Bur this is by no Means, the Cafe, when once, the 
Heart is whole with GOD, and determined to hearken 
to the Voice of his Word. It is Blaſphemy, to ſuppoſe, 
the Profaners of the Sabbath, have any Pleaſure, and 
Delight equal to what thoſe enjoy, who faithfully and 
devoutly obſerve it. Upon the Compariion, the Ad- 
vantage, in Point of preſent Satisfaction, and Com- 
fort, will evidently appear to be on the Side, of the 
Faithful, whether they be rich, or poor. 


Tur rich, who profane the Sabbaths of the Lory, 
have no better Pleaſure, (tho' ſo dearly bought, by 
actual Rebellion againſt GOD,) than hearing, or telling 
ſome new Thing; indulging themſelves and their Ac- 
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quaintance in Softneſs, and Luxury, But what is there 


in this, worthy to be named with the Enjoyments of the 


Rich, who employ the Day as the Loxp hath appointed. 


Trey enter their Cloſet, and ſhut their Door, ex- 
cluding the World, its Intereſts, and its Caſes. They 
find their Hopes enlarging themſelves beyond the 
Bounds of Time, and full of Immortality. JEHOVAH, 
the Worſhip of the whole Hoſt of Heaven, gives them 
Audience. The Throne of Grace 1s before them. 
And JESUS fitting at the Right Hand of GOD, mak- 
ing Interceſſion for them. Here they unburthen, 
every Trouble, that afflicts their Conſcience ; they pour 
out, as before their moſt tender Father, all their Com- 
plaints ; they lay every Grief and Fear before Him, 
perſiſting to knock, till the Door of Mercy is opened 
to them ; and to aſk, *till they have obtained. 


Tus prepared, they come to worſhip GOD in the 
great Congregation, and their Hearts are warmed with 
a lively Senſe, of his Preſence in the Church. 


On theſe bleſſed Days, they have more abundant 
Communion with the Father, and with his Son JESUS 
CHRIST; and, like Abraham, the Friend of GOD, they 
command their Family; teaching them to know the Ma- 


jeſty of GOD, that He is worthy to be feared and loved, 


and He alone, with the whole Heart. 


AFTER ſuch holy Exerciſes, they go to their Reſt; 
ſweetly conſcious they are pure from the Blood, both 
of their Children, and their Servants ; and that if Pro- 


faneneſs abides in cither of them, it is entirely their 
own Iniquity. 


Now to ſuppoſe, that their Hearts, who thus obſerve 
the Sabbath, feel not more Pleaſure, than the Profane, 
is Blaſphemy, in a high Degree. It is, in fact, to af- 
firm, that Eating and Drinking to pamper the Appetite, 
together with the poor, vain Converſation of Men, who 
are ignorant of Things which are excellent, can more 
ſatisfy the Soul, than a View of the Glory of 9 

| | an 
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and a familiar Intercourſe with Him, in the Exerciſe of 
Prayer, Praiſe, and Love unfeigned. 


— ——_— 


Bur if you are poor; your Pleaſure, in profaning 
the Sabbath, will be, to ramble about from Place to 
Place; to fit in an Alehouſe, to dine at an Ordinary, 
amidſt thoſe, whoſe Mouths are full of Curſing and 
Swearing ; or at beſt, to viſit your Friends and Ac- 
quaintance. s forgetful of GOD, in the mean time, 
as inſenſible of his Love, and as ignorant of the Mercies 
of Redemption, as the Indians in the Woods. 


Ax p what is there in all this, comparable to the Plea- 
ſures and Benefits you will enjoy, tho' the pooreſt a- 
mongſt the People, by Keeping the Sabbaths of the 
Lokry ? Upon humble Confeſſion of your Sins, you 
will receive, an Increaſe of the Peace of God, which 
paſſeth all Underſtanding. Upon Prayer, and reading, 
or hearing GOD's Word, you will be endued with 
Patience. Super-natural Strength and Confidence will 
be put into your Soul, to bear up under the thouſand 
Hardſhips, which you endure. 


A-LiveLy Apprehenfion of the Love of GOD to 


you, in CHRIST JESUS; and of his precious 


Promiſes, that He hath choſen the Poor of this Morld, 


1. e. the godly, honeſt, and believing Poor, rich in 
Faith, and Heirs of the Kingdom; a lively Apprehen- 
ſion of this Kind by Faith, will give every one of you, 
my dear Brethren, of low Degree, ſtrong Conſolation. 
Like the Light of the Sun, it will diſpell, thoſe many 
diſtreſſing Fears, which always do, and muſt, more or 
leſs, torment the Poor, who have not the Knowledge 
and the Love of GOD. For what Comfort can any 
poor labouring Man have before him, who lives in Sin 
and Ignorance ; as he muſt do, if he profanes the Sab- 
bath ? What can be his Hope ? Not any great Gain, 
to beguile his hard Labour, and ſweeten the Bitterneſs 
of Servitude. Not even ſo much, as the Reward of 
eating his own Bread, in old Age, or wearing his own 
Raiment, In ſhort, nothing is before the poor Day- 
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labouring Man, on Earth, but the cold Comfort of 

ſome Pariſh-Houſe ; where, perchance, he may ſee 
himſelf defrauded of ſomewhat of that Proviſion, Pub- i 
lic Charity hath prepared for him; and treated, as if he | 
was no better than a dead Burden, irkſome in bir Con- 
tinuance amongſt thoſe, who have grown rich, by the | 
Strength of his Arm, tho? it is now unnerved ; and by | 
the Sweat of his Brow, tho* now furrowed by the | 
Wrinkles of Age. | 


Tuus circumſtanced, what Marvel, that ſo many | 
of the Poor, who are profane, and of Courſe, Strangers 
to the Promiſes of the Covenant, and the all-ſufficient 
Conſolations that are in CHRIST; what Marvel, I 
ſay, that they ſeek to forget their wretched Condition, by 
Draughts of Intem — by Drunkenneſs, by all 
manner of Lewdneſs; that preſſed continually with 
the Fears of Want, which is juſt at their Doors, they 
lie, they cheat ; or comparing the neceſſitous Condition, 
they were born to, with thoſe, who are full and at eaſe, 
in deſperate Reſentment of that Condition, they grow 
fearleſs of the Sword of Juſtice ; a Nuiſance and Terror 
to the Community. 


Can better Things reaſonably be expected from the 
Poor, wretched as they muſt be in this World, if not 
abounding in the Hope of a better? 


a. F 


REeMEMBzR Ihe Sabbath-Day to Keep it Holy, 
My poor Brother or Siſter, whoſe deſtitute Condition, 
every merciful Heart mult pity, and this Hope ſhall fill 
your Soul. The only Book in the World, which can 
give Patience and Comfort to the Poor, is the Bible, 
which you will read or hear on the Lord's Day. This 
will teach you, that you are not the leſs beloved of GOD, 
becauſe of your Neceſſities, ſince, thoſe of whom the 
World was not worthy, you find, Hts. xi. 37. Wan- 
f dered about in Sheep-ſkins and Geat-ſkins, being deſtitute, 
= affiitzed, tormented, You will behold, without Envy 
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and Repining, the Abundance of many around you, 
whilſt Poverty will allow you no more, than a Morſel of 
Bread, and a Cup of cold Water, duly affected by the 
Declaration of the greater Poverty the Saviour bore ; that 
thro' his Poverty, you might become rich, be a Child of 
GOD, an Heir of Glory. You will know how to hun- 

er and to ſuffer Want, without Miſery, remembering 
that whilſt Foxes of the Earth have Hales, and the Birds 
of the Air have Neſts, the Son of Man had not where to 
lay his Head. 


Tur painful Swellings, which the Pride of others 
will raiſe in your own proud Heart, by deſpiſing and 
diſdaining you, will ſubſide, by being perſuaded of the 
Truth of that myſterious Fact, that GOD, when ma- 


nifeſt in the Fleſh to purchaſe the Church with his own 


Blood, was buffeted, ſpit upon, and crucified. In this 
Manner doth the Knowledge of the Bible, in a Way 
peculiar to itſelf, but powerful in Operation, remove all 
tormenting Suſpicions, leſt GOD's Love ſhould be 
withdrawn. 


Ap this ſharpeſt Sting of Poverty itſelf, is blunted, 
by being put in conſtant Remembrance, that Prophets, 
Apoſtles, and the Son of GOD, paſſed the Time of their 
ſojourning on Earth, in a Condition, as mean, as low, 
as deſpicable in the Judgment of them that knew not 
GOD, as that, in which you are placed yourſelf ; and 
therefore you are juſtly required to be content therewith. 


FurTHrr. By hearing or reading the Everlaſting 
Word of GOD, you will meet with many ſtrong De- 
clarations, of GOD's peculiar Love to the Honeſt, and 
the Godly Poor : that when ſuch Cry, the Lord heareth 
them : that to them the Goſpel is preached : that God 
hath choſen the baſe Things of the World, and the Things 
that are deſpiſed, hath God choſen, yea Things which 
are not. i.e, Perſons ſo exceedingly mean and poor, 
that in the Account of worldly Pride, they are looked 


upon 
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upon as nothing. Ps AL. xxxiv. 6. MATT. xi. 5. 1 Cos. 
i. 28. you will hear the Judge of Quick and Dead, ad- 
dreſſing Himſelf thus to you; I know thy Works, and 
Tribulation, and Poverty, but thou art rich. Rev. ii. . 


TE Concluſions, you will draw from all theſe moſt 
comfortable Declarations, will quiet and ſupport you 
under all your Troubles. With reſpect to yourſelf, the 
Goſpel ſhall have, the glorious Effect aſcribed to it. 
Is. xxix. 19. It ſhall enable the Poor among Men to rejcice 
in the Holy One of Iſrael; and tho? deſtitute of the 
Enjoyments of Life, and in this Senſe, you have nothing; 
yet in reſpect of Peace and Comfort, you will poſſe/; 
all Things. 2. CoR. vi, 10. | 


IT remains, in the laſt Place, that I apply the Whole, 


to Rich and Poor. f 


Ir you, who have been reading the Arguments urg- 
ed above for keeping Holy the Lok p's Day; employ 
Servants and Workmen under you, permit me to put 
you in remembrance, that by this means, your influence 
makes you, in a more extenſive degree, either a Worker 
together with GOD; or oh! ſad Alternative, an Agent 


and Factor for the Devil. 


I x your poorer Neighbours, and your Servants know 
you conſcientiouſly twice attend the Worſhip of GOD, 
on the Sabbath, and obſerve it devoutly at Home; you 
will leave them no manner of Countenance, or Shelter 
for their own Profaneneſs. Your living Example will 
abett and enforce the dead Letter of the Law of the 
Land. You will prove each of you, a moſt friendly 
and powerful Monitor, to ſtir up poor ignorant and 
ſinful Creatures, to ſeek after GOD, for Pardon and Life. 
In the Great Day, when the Influence of good, no lefs 
than the Infection of bad Example, ſhall be laid open, 
in all the wide ſpreading Effects; many will be found to 
confeſs, they were rouſed from a profane Stupidity, by 
obſerving how their richer Neighbours ſpent the Lok 9's 
Day; and by them were led to go and do likewiſe. 

AND 
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Ap if to ſuch Example, you add a Word of Ad- 
vice to your Servants, and Workmen, as Opportunity 
offers; many who ſet at nought their Teacher's Ex- 
hortation, yea, the Words of the moſt High G OD, 


will liſten to your Admonition, and may, perhaps, be 
bleſſed thro? it. 55 


On the contrary, if your Servants, or your poor 
Neighbours, behold your Cuſtom and Practice the reverſe 
of all this; if they know you travel on the Loxv's 
Day, not for the Good of Soul or Body, but for Con- 
venience or Diverſien ; if they ſee you prefer Buſineſs, 
or mere Idleneſs to coming to Church, and the Exerciſes 
of Godlineſs; hear every Week, that profane Mirth 
and Drinking with your Friends, was actually engaging 
you, when Prayers, Supplications, and Interceſſions, 
with Thankſgivings, were offering up to GOD in your 
own Pariſh Church. By iuch a Behaviour, you will 
{ſtrengthen the Hands, and harden the Hearts, and 
vaſtly 11Waſc, to, the Reproach of your Maker and 
Judge, de Number of ſwearing, curſing, lying, 
lewd, drunken, and ungodly Poor ; who have nothing 
but Miſery and Deſtruction in their Ways, and the 
Way of Peace, have they not known, 


TRESsE miſerable Objects, will, and actually do 
reply, when urged to keep Holy the Log v's own Day, 
that they tread in your Steps, and Copy your Example. 


Taxy hold faſt their hideous, horrible Choice, of 
damnable Profaneneſs and Ignorance, ſaying again and 


again, Was it ſo great a Sin to pollute the Sabbaths of 


the Lord ; our Maſters, and our Gentlemen, who 
know better than we, would not live in the Practice of it. 
9 


Now tho' you know, this Plea, has no force in it, 
tho you know, the Poor can no more be ſheltered or 
excuſed in their Profaneneſs, by ſaying they do, as you 
do; than if they were to follow you, ſhould you be 
mad enough to engage in Rebellion againſt the Govern- 

ment, 
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ment; yet in Fact, many live and die in this Miſtake, 
and are loſt for ever. | 

O p1Ty therefore the Poor, and never miſlead them, 
that are looking to you, (tho* they ſhould not be ſo,) 
by your Example: and as you would not be found ac- 
ceſſary to the Damnation of others, and Partakers of 
the Guilt of their Iniquities, added to your own ; ex- 
erciſe yourſelf in all Manner of Godlineſs, both in pub- 
lic and private, on the Lok p's own Day. 


Io you that are Servants and Workmen, I will add 
only a few Words. | 


Do you abound ſo with preſent Conveniencies and 
Comforts? are you, ſo free from Troubles, ſo far out 
of the reach of Want, as not to ſtand in need of GOD's 
Care for you, and of his Comforts, which are only to 
be enjoyed thro* the Knowledge and Love of Him? 
that any of you, by breaking his Sabbaths, ſhould ſay 
unto Him, Depart from us; What have we to do with 
Thee? That inſtead of ſeeking his Strength and his 


Face, One Day in Seven, you ſhould any of you ſpend 
it, in the vile Slavery of Sin, and Satan? 


Is your Lot, on this Side the Grave, ſo eaſy and de- 
ſirable, as to render the Thoughts of Everlaſting Reſt, 
irkſome ? or your Poſſeſſions here below, ſo ample, you 
need not to look for an Inheritance in Heaven ? 


Ir this is not the Caſe with you, but in each Inſtance, 
the direct contrary, come to thyſelf, then, ungodly 
poor Man, or Woman. Deal not ſo madly. What! 
will you be content, to be a Drudge, a Slave, in the 


loweſt, hardeſt Condition here, without coveting earneſt- 


ly, Eaſe, and Glory hereafter? Will you love Darkneſs 
ratherthan Light, be ignorant, as a Brute, all the Days 
of thy Life, of GOD and CHRIST, and then, for 
that wilful, and choſen Ignorance, be ſeparated for ever 
from GOD. Is this thy Reſolution ? Is this thy laſt 
Choice ? Surely it cannot be, 
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YET take Notice, the Word of the living GO is 
poſitive, it altereth not. It declares wherever Profane- 
neſs is found, the Wrath of GOD abides. If it is 
covered with Poverty and Rags, it no more ceaſes to be 
a damnable Sin, than when cloath'd in purple and fine 
Linen. The Enmity of the Mind to GOD, is the 
ſame accurſed Thing, whether found in great Men, and 


in rich Men, or in the bond Man, and the mean Man. 
Rev. vi. 15. 


Tae Scripture ſaith again, Gar. vi, 7, 8. Be not 
deceived, G OD is not mocked, for that which a Man 
Soweth, that alſo ſhall be Reap. Every Year your own 
Fyes behold the Huſbandman reaping the Iruits of the 
Earth, exactly according to the different Kinds of Seed, 
he has ſown ; whether it be Wheat, or any other Grain: 
And it makes no manner of Difference, whether the Hand 
of a King or a Beggar, caſt the Secd into the Ground, 


So, with regard to the Eternal World, to which this 
preſent one bears, the ſame Relation, as the Seed-Time 
to the Harveſt ; the Man, whether he be rich or poor, 
learned, as Books can make him, or no Scholar; if he 
ſoweth to the Fleſh, in his Aims and Deſigns, his Prac- 
tices and Principles, he is altogether ſelfiſh and ungodly, 
He ſhall of the Fleſh reap Corruption; the bitter rotten 
Fruit of ſuch a Seed, ſhall be Deſtruction. But, He 
that ſoweth to the Spirit, by ſeeking GOD and his 
Glory in the firſt Place ; by praying to Him, givin 
Him Thanks; by honouring His Word, His Son, an 
His Sabbachs, in whatever Condition he is found; whe- 
ther amongſt Princes or Nobles ; Gentlemen or Tradeſ- 
men; amongſt Servants, or in a Pariſh-Houſe ; ſhall of 
the Spirit, reap Life Everlaſting : And with GOD there 
is no Reſpect of Perſons. 
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Page , laſt Line, read, are weary of it, they ſay, 


P. 6, the 4th Line from the Bottom, read, I anſwer, Secondly, it is 
that you may obtain | 


P. , I. 28, del: Now, and read, Thirdly, If this Command is deſpiſed 3 
P. 10, I. 8, read, to ſtrengthen 


P. 11, I. 14, read, I will proceed to ſhew you, Fourthly, the 
P. 12, I. 15, read, deſperately 5 


P. 15, I. laſt but one, read, of ſuch a Mercy. He will be 
P. 19, I. 6, read, the Knowledge of the Things 
— , |. 16, read, and groveling in the Duff, 


— —, I. 23, dele to acquaint, and read, for acquainting yourſelf 
P. 20, 1. 16, read, intolerably 


P. 22, l. 3, from the Bottom, read, make them ſatisfied 


